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FIAT X1-9 - COMING ON STRONGER

Seven years ago Fiat proved to the world that sports
cars were not dead with the launch of the uncompromis-

1ng: X1=9.

Fiat believe a sports car with performance and precision
handling could be built without a supercar price tag -

and so the Bertone mid-engined 1300cc car was born.

With other car makers killinp off their sports cars,

Fiat's X1-9 found an eager market place.

Throughout the world 150,000 were bought and Fiat
remained as the only mass—-producer of affordable

open—-top motoring.

The car was unique with its mid-engine layout, all-
independent suspension, four wheel disc brakes,
close ratio gearbox, rack and pinion steering and

coupe—cum-spyder styling.

I1f the car could be improved, it was with more

horsepower and an extra gear.
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The crankshaft rests on five big main bearings which
reduce noise, vibration and wear. Major services

for the X1-9 are scheduled only once every 10,000kms.

The engine is not only reliable but fuel efficient in
combination with the car's aerodynamic design. Even
with flat-out driving and full use of the gears a
figure around 8.0 litres per 100km (35mpg) can be

expected.

The mid-engine layout is the key to the X1-9's
tenacious handling because it allows an almost
perfect unladen weight distribution — 417 on the

front wheels and 49% over the rear wheels.

The resulting balance gives the driver instant

response to steering, throttle and braking.

Four wheel independent suspension and rack and pinion
steering gives the X1-9 the handling characteristics

of Sports cars three Fimes 1ES priece.

The rifle-sight accuracy of the steering is enhanced
by the small diameter sports wheel which requires only
subtle movement hurtling the car through bends. And

less Fhan three turns leck to lock:



Stopping power is provided through a progressive-feel
pedal which acts on the four wheel servo-assisted 227mm

discs.

The transmission retains the first, second, third and
reverse gear ratios found on the 1300cc but a change
to Fourth (CErom 00959 to 4 to 1.042 to 19 and the
addition of fifth gives the new car greatly improved

flexibility in covering long distances at high speed.

At 120kph,; for examplie, ‘the flick up and across from
fourth to fifth gear drops revs from 5,000rpm to 4,000rpm

and allows the X1-9 tq climb to a top speed of 170 k/ph

Stability at high speed is the result of the chiselled
wedge shape created by the Italian master Bertone, the

man who has styled Ferrari, Maserati and Lamborghini.

Not just attractive, the X1-9 body has been designed
to give maximum strength and rigidity in the passenger

compartment.

The floor pan is integrated with a central box section
tunnel and a special reinforcing member linking the
tunnel to the cowl. Completing the occupants'

protection 1s a stromng roll bar.
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Auswide Pty Ltd, Australian concessionaire for Fiat/Lancia
today launched its new, more powerful version of the
X1-9 sports car — the 1500cc five speed - to mark the
second stage of the company's rebuilding programme in

Australia.

Auswide's programme to promote performance orientated
Fiat/Lancia vehicles began with the introduction of

the twin-cam SuperBRAVA in March.

The car was immediately successful with stock scheduled
for nine months only lasting five. As a result, the
SuperBRAVA will be in short supply in all states,

until the end of the year.

"The SuperBRAVA marked the first stage of our revitalisat-
ion plan and we expect the 1500cc X1-9 to make the second
stage eﬁually successful", the General Manager of Auswide

Pty Ltd, Mr Peter Sturrock said.

"Unfortunately, the small scale of X1-9 manufacture in
Italy, and the constrictions of the quota system, have
prevented us selling more X1-9's over the past couple

of years.
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"Despite these handicaps, about 1200 of the four speed

1300cc models have been sold since 1978.

"We are confident however, of selling around 400 of the

new 1500cc model in a full year's trading.

"Over the past couple of months we have experienced strong
demand for the X1-9, now the only car of its type available

in Australia.

""We've been unable to keep pace with the :demand as our

stock levels have dwindled.

"With the demand definitely out there in the marketplace,
we're only sorry we couldn't have introduced the new

X1-9 sooner'.

Mr Sturrock said Fiat's presence on the Australian market
would be further enhanced in December/January with the
launch of the SuperBRAVA Mk II, which will feature a
higher level of standard equipment - and even more

performance.

In the next few months, Auswide will also be evaluating

the Lancia Delta and Fiat Argenta under local conditions.
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