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Only 100 Bertone X1/8s will be
to Australia this year, and
three-quarters of them have al-
ready been sold, suggesting it re-
tains its mneﬂon despite the
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awkward angle of lhe mdbmke
and seat belts.

The handbrake is typically
weak, with a low-cost arrange-
ment to clamp the rear discs, and

::q\llru a very strong pull to set

The seat belts just remain un-
comfortable, the centre buckie
being too mn and causing the
belt also to sit

Initially, the mne Xl irri-
tates because its very lndeual
character takes time to come

‘There is little enough zoom
from an eight-valve, 1.5 litre en-
gine. :l:inom there is a single
overh signsse re-
stricts engine to 7000 rpm,
well below the 7700 rpm of the
‘Toyota MR2 or the 8000 rpm of
the Suzuki GTi.

the en-
gine has little to do but
does it noisily, particularly
around 000rp

From 1498 cc, the engine pro-
duces 56 kW at 5500 rpm and
109 Nm torque nt 3000 rpm. Good
fuel ves the engine
from umnymlty .5 litres a
100 kilometres being possible
around once the driver no
longer seeks performance from it.

In the country, the small 47-li-
tre tank is still good for more than
600 kilometres.

gearlever for the five-

speed gearbox occasionally

at sel gear, some-

the driver must do often de-
spite the short overall gearing.

ithout power assistance, the

brakes need a firm shove to stop

character he all too fre-
quent bland emtleney that, of
economical necessity, charac-
terises s0 nny new vehicles.
‘The warmth of the Bertone
X/19, however, is not instantly
apparent. Despite undeniable
visual appeal, the low, dart-like
body seems a long way down,
and once you are in it, getting
back up again seems even more
daun
mu-uy. driving position
uncomfortable, and there is
very little room to alter this
compared with more recently
Bt erosidct yon sreof moder
you are of moder-
ate size, it becomes comfort-
ably glove-like and effective.
Use of the handbrake is an
exception. It is too far back for

The Bertone X1/5: a

life enjoyment system.
the car, much more firmly he -
first couple of times after driving
off — when the brakes are cold.
Once the four discs have warmw
a bit, the brake response

poves and the car stops mny

2
3

Tne steering feels odd, the rack
and pinion mechanism having
quick response, and the 9.9-metre
turning circle is good. Butthe/¥’

steering is unable to convey mucp
information about the grip of the
lightly laden front wheels.

The lovely leather steering
wheel is set 5o low that it 0bSCUFes
some of the instruments on the
panel ahead of the driver, 8n1 v
taler drivers will find the whee
s0 low 2s to make it awkward 10,
turn easily.

Take off the single plastic roof. |
panel anﬂ stow it lengthwise in iis
rubber supports under the front |
luggage hatch and the car’s chaf-
acter improves immensely.

It becomes a pleasant city ru- .
about, able o run at 110 km ig.
top without fuss and without éven ",
blnwmg occupants’ hair about 100

'nus is more a life emuymeui
system than a car; performance is,
completely irrelevant.

e Bertone X1/9 retains im
mense character, a modern clas-
¢ which, despite its often
maddemng idiosyncracies, rates
eight out of 10.
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comfort or efficiency. Take the
roof off and eqloy the ope:
however, and you succumb fo
the Bertone’s simple but real .
charm. For this you will live
with its few foibles.

Stowage space fore and aft of
the mid-placed engine is negli-
gible, but then this pretty car’
reduces almost everything to
an uncomplicated minimum.

A concession to convenience
are the power windows, and an
efficient heater which ensures
you stay warm with the roof off
en those wonderful cold, clear
days. 5
Performance is not life-
threatening, and all in al lle
Bertone X/19 would be
light for a young driver not ye:
inveigled by the complexifies
of today’s most advanceéd -
technology. But for this type of
buyer it may be a little toe
expensive.




